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a coco-nut, in front of which a lamp fed with clarified butter is
burnt. Now that the ceremonies are over, she too if present
is dismissed, the coco-nut is taken away and given to a
Brahman, but the little lamp is never put out, but allowed to
go out of itself.
The boy is still called a Snataka, and there are certain rules
that he is expected to observe.   He should not play or sing,
but  may Hsten to religious songs.    If possible, he should
never be absent from home for a night.   He should never look
down into deep water, such as a well or a big river, or look at
his own reflection in water.   Nor should he even climb a tree
to get fruit    He must not walk along a highway or a lane in
the evening, and he is forbidden to leap down from high cliffs
or jump over deep pits.    He must guard his lips and never
speak unworthily, and night and morning he must look with
admiration at the red glow of the sun.   Though it is per-
mitted on special occasions, as we have seen, yet as a rule
a Snataka should avoid all luxury and display, not holding up
an umbrella even if it is raining, nor chewing areca-nut, nor
adorning himself with flowers, nor wearing coloured clothes.
(This last is an interesting parallel  to the  'subfusc hue'
, insisted  on for undergraduates  by  university rules in the
ancient English universities.)     He must never make fun of
a woman, or spit towards the sun, and should avoid temptation
by keeping away as much as possible from persons of low caste
and from women.   At night he should always have a light
when he dines lest he should injure any living thing in the
dark,1 and (despite Dubois's remarks2) he is ordered always to
tell the truth.
There are three classes of Snataka: the first (Vidya Snataka},
who are more particular about studying the Vedas than
keeping these and other minute rules of conduct that are laid
1 If the light goes out, he must stop eating, for in the darkness food is
no longer fit for human consumption, but only for ghosts*   If any one
persists in eating in the dark, he will undoubtedly become a cat in his
next birth.
2  D ubois, Manners and Customs, p. 171.